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organic air freight
� 96% fresh fruit and veg

� Key for UK retailers in bringing year round supply and 
continuity 

� Estimate less than 1% of organic imports into UK are air 
freighted

� Over 3/4 produced in developing countries

� 21,500 people depend on the trade



why look at air freight?

� Growing public concern over carbon 
emissions from food transport

� Air freight seen as the worst offender

� Contradiction between organic 
environmental principles and organic 
air freight



May 2007 launched 4 month public 
consultation with the aim of:

� addressing concerns over air freight�s contribution to 
climate change

� better understanding the social and economic benef its 
of organic air freighted fresh fruit and veg

� finding out people�s expectations of organic standards, 
food distribution and climate change 

consultation



� We received over 200 written submissions
� over half were from the general public 
� 24 submissions from NGOs
� 28 responses from industry
� 5 responses from government and international agen cies

� Proactively going to talk to those with a view
� we spoke to roughly 100 representatives from indus try, NGOs, 

government and international agencies
� some individually and some at our summit  

Who we spoke to




