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Food offers a w indow  onto the perennial challenge of building a fairer society. From  fair trade to 

global hunger, it has seen som e of the boldest attem pts to prom ote social justice and som e of w orst 
problem s of inequality and exploitation.  

The Food Ethics Council has com m issioned an Inquiry to exam ine w hether, in governm ent, 
businesses and the public, w e are doing enough to ensure food is produced and distributed fairly. 
W hat are our responsibilities and w hat are their lim its?  

The Inquiry is intended to increase the profile and the clarity of debates about food and fairness. It is 

prom pted by the global food crisis, the controversy over ‘food m iles’ and other issues that have 
highlighted tensions betw een fairness and other social, environm ental or econom ic goals.  

The Inquiry is led by a com m ittee of sixteen. H alf the m em bers are draw n from  the Food Ethics 
Council, a charity that provides independent advice on ethical issues in food and farm ing 
(w w w .foodethicscouncil.org). H alf are leading figures from  sectors and com m unities w ith a stake in 
food and farm ing. 

The com m ittee w ill: 

� Call for evidence of fairness and injustice in the global food system . 

� Exam ine the root causes of success stories and failures. 

� Seek to understand the responsibilities of U K  governm ent, businesses and citizens in prom oting a 
fair global food system . 

� Report its key findings and recom m endations, highlighting consensus and differences betw een 
the com m ittee m em bers. 

The Inquiry w ill hold public hearings in Septem ber, O ctober and N ovem ber, reporting in the Spring 
of 2010. 
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The com m ittee invites interested parties to subm it any w ritten evidence that they consider relevant 

to the Inquiry.  Subm issions are w elcom e at any tim e up to the en d of 2009, but the com m ittee is 

keen to receive evidence as early as possible, in order to m ake full use of it over the course of the 
Inquiry. 

W ritten evidence m ay be subm itted electronically or in hard copy. W e w ould prefer to receive 
evidence as a Rich Text Form at (.rtf) docum ent attached to an em ail m essage. People subm itting 

evidence should include their nam e and contact details, stating clearly w hether they are w riting on 
behalf of an organisation or in a personal capacity, and w hether they w ish their evidence to be 
confidential to the com m ittee. By default, w ritten evidence w ill be m ade publicly available. 

Please send evidence to: 

Santi Ripoll (Researcher) 
Food Ethics Council 

39-41 Surrey Street 
Brighton BN 1 3PB 
U nited K ingdom  

E: santiago@ foodethicscouncil.org 

T: +44 (0)1273 766654 

To prom pt subm issions, the com m ittee has identified the follow ing questions and exam ples of 
relevant evidence, grouped under tw o m ain headings. The questions cover different w ays of defining 
fairness, from  approaches w hich focus on equal outcom es, to others w hich focus on equal 
opportunities or on people’s pow er and freedom . W e refer to the ‘global food system ’ as a shorthand 
for the m arkets, institutions and activities that connect and differentiate people’s experiences of 
food, w hether as producers or consum ers, across a table or across continents. 

 

1. H ow  fair is the global food system ? 

1.1. H ow  far does the global food system  provide equally for people’s n eeds and rights?  

Relevant issues include: 

- H unger, m alnutrition and food-related ill-health, including health and safety at w ork in food and 
farm ing. 

- Relationships betw een w ealth and food consum ption. 

- W hether food is better seen as a necessity or as a right. 

- The contribution of food and farm ing to quality life. 

- Tensions betw een the rights of consum ers and producers. 

- The effect of food price levels and volatility on food access.  

Exam ples of relevant evidence: 
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- Local, regional, national or global scale statistics on nutrition, disease incidence, w orkplace health 

and em ploym ent relating to food. 

- Qualitative research on food poverty.  

- Debates on ‘basic needs’ and hum an rights. 

- Com parative access to resources and debates on ‘ecological space’. 

- Statistics or qualitative analysis on vulnerability to shocks such as clim atic events or price 
volatility. 

- W ell-being indicators and their relationship to food and farm ing. 

- Agriculture and food-related hum an rights violations included in hum an rights m onitoring 
reports or evaluations. 

 

1.2. For and against w hom  does the global food system  discrim inate? 

Relevant issues include: 

- Differences in the distribution of the benefits and burdens of food and farm ing system s by 
gender, ethnicity, nationality, age or other factor. 

- W inners and losers from  the restructuring of food supply chains and agricultural m arkets. 

- Pow er relationships betw een different stakeholders in food and farm ing. 

- The effects of production standards, trade rules and other factors on access to resources and 
m arkets. 

- Labour exploitation. 

Exam ples of relevant evidence: 

- Statistical analysis of differences in incom e from  food or diet according to factors such as gender, 
ethnicity or age. 

- Analysis of inequalities in factors that affect opportunity such as levels of resource use or access 
to m arkets.  

- Analysis of pow er, for exam ple using ‘value chain analysis’. 

- First-hand accounts of discrim ination, such as labour exploitation. 

- Analysis of the effect of ‘ethical’ or other quality standards on sm all suppliers and w orkers. 

- Discussions of how  to distinguish betw een ‘difference’ and ‘discrim ination’. 

 

1.3. H ow  does the global food system  give people freedom  to shape their ow n  lives? 

Relevant issues include: 

- Public participation in food policy decisions. 
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- Policy initiatives to increase transparency and accountability. 

- Private sector m easures that enhance participation such as social auditing and m ulti-stakeholder 
initiatives. 

- Efforts to prom ote the interests of farm ers in the global south such as fair trade. 

- International and intergenerational justice. 

Exam ples of relevant evidence: 

- Studies of how  m uch control consum ers or producers feel they have over their lives. 

- Exam ples of initiatives to involve people in policy, business or com m unity decisions that w ill 
affect them . 

- Discussions of how  actions today can enhance the opportunities facing future generations. 

 

2. H ow  can  people in  th e U K  m ake th e global food system  fairer?  

2.1 W here do con troversies or dilem m as highlight barriers to fairness?  

Exam ples of relevant evidence include case studies and first hand experience of tensions betw een: 

- Different groups of people. 

- This generation and future generations. 

- W orkers in the food industries and w orker inequalities in society m ore generally. 

- Econom ic, social, environm ental or anim al w elfare objectives. 

Case studies are encouraged to describe the follow ing elem ents:  

- Fair and unfair outcom es. 

- Tensions betw een social groups or objectives. 

- Root causes of tensions and outcom es. 

- Levers for change. 

 

2.2. W hat factors cause discrim ination?  

Exam ples of relevant evidence: 

- Social and cultural analysis of issues such as gender discrim ination and racism  as they relate to 

food and farm ing. 

- Political and econom ic analysis of factors that affect the distribution of pow er and opportunity in 
the food system , for exam ple corporate concentration and the deregulation of financial m arkets. 

- Discussions of w hether such factors are unique to food and farm ing. 
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2.3. W here are there specific opportun ities to prom ote social justice?  

Exam ples of relevant evidence: 

- Recom m endations for governm ent, business or society that w ould resolve tensions, elim inate 
discrim ination or prom ote participation in decision-m aking. 

- Exam ples of opportunities in areas of policy such as finance, com petition, trade, labour, 
innovation and international developm ent. 

- Analysis of the capacity of different institutions to influence system atic change. 

- Case studies of m easures that have prom oted social justice in the food and farm ing sectors, in the 

U K  or other countries. 

- Exam ples of m easures that have prom oted social justice in other fields and offer lessons for food 
and farm ing. 
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The m em bers of the com m ittee are: 

- H elen Brow ning O BE, Director of Food and Farm ing: Soil Association; Chair of the Food Ethics 
Council  

- Charlie Clutterbuck, Director: Environm ental Practice at W ork; Trustee of the Food Ethics 
Council 

- Elizabeth Dow ler, Professor of Food and Social Policy in the Departm ent of Sociology at the 
U niversity of W arw ick; Trustee of the Food Ethics Council 

- Jeanette Longfield M BE, Coordinator: Sustain - the alliance for better food and farm ing; M em ber 

of the Food Ethics Council 

- Ben M epham , Special Professor in Applied Bioethics: U niversity of N ottingham ; V isiting 

Professor in Bioethics, U niversity of Lincoln; M em ber of the Food Ethics Council 

- K evin M organ, Director: Regeneration Institute, Cardiff U niversity; M em ber of the Food Ethics 
Council  

- Chris Ritson, Professor of Agricultural M arketing: U niversity of N ew castle upon Tyne; Treasurer 
of the Food Ethics Council 

- G eoff Tansey, Joseph Row ntree V isionary for a Just and Peaceful W orld; Trustee of the Food 
Ethics Council 

- Andrew  Jarvis, Principal: G H K  and Senior Research Fellow , Chatham  H ouse 

- Dr Susan Jebb, H ead of N utrition and H ealth Research: M RC H um an N utrition Research 

- H arriet Lam b, Chief Executive O fficer: Fairtrade Foundation 
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- M elanie Leech, Chief Executive, Food and Drink Federation 

- Paul W hitehouse, Chair, G angm asters Licensing Authority 

- Richard M acdonald, Director G eneral, N ational Farm ers’ U nion 

- Andrew  O pie, Food Policy Director, British Retail Consortium  

- John V idal, Environm ent Editor, The G uardian 

Alongside this Inquiry, the N ew  Econom ics Foundation is undertaking a research project called ‘An 
institutional analysis of social justice w ithin the U K  food system ’. The Food Ethics Council and the 
N ew  Econom ics Foundation have established a Joint Initiative on Food and Social Justice to create a 
shared netw ork of expertise relevant to the tw o projects.  

This Inquiry has been m ade possible by funding from  the Joseph Row ntree Charitable Trust. 

For further inform ation about this Inquiry, please contact: 

Santi Ripoll (Researcher) 

Food Ethics Council 
39-41 Surrey Street 
Brighton BN 1 3PB 

U nited K ingdom  

E: santiago@ foodethicscouncil.org 

T: +44 (0)1273 766654 

      


