Food and farming research for the public good
The global food system is literally killing us, writes Molly D. Anderson.
Here’s what we need to do to fix it.
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on single sectors of the food system (e.g.

actors, but whose voices should

set research priorities? The stakes are

high: ecological integrity, public health

participatory research with farmers

sustainable development. Research on
agroecology, crop diversification and
their implementation helped achieve

better environmental quality and health
outcomes.

Small-scale farmers are the largest

category of people suffering from chronic
undernutrition. The tools and knowledge
that they need are low- or no-cost,

focused on minimising waste, recycling all
useable materials for nutrients or energy,
restoring or enhancing soil fertility, and

growing the greatest amount of nutritious
food sustainably on small parcels of

land. Such practices are the essence

of agroecology, but promise very little

profit to those purveying farm inputs and

marketing agricultural products across the
world. That is why public sector research

for the public good must lead in this area.
Likewise, research into developing local
and national markets where small-scale

farmers can sell extra produce needs to
happen, to counterbalance extensive
research on international trade.
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For whom? Questioning the food and farming research agenda
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targeted as potential markets for the

markets in the Global North.9 Research

could help illuminate how to encourage

such as those piloted in sharing and

research, increased funding for public

food policies that provide healthy food at
minimal cost.

The focus must be on the expressed

needs of marginalised people. They
have not benefitted from the global

food system. Rather, they have suffered

under the practices of a few elite players
who have become fabulously rich by
extracting wealth from the relatively

powerless people and countries whose
plights continue to worsen. Their lands
and waters have been grabbed by

speculators or wealthier governments for

their own benefit, evicting users who lack
secure tenure rights. Their agricultural

future is threatened by industries that are
allowed to pollute the atmosphere and

cause climate change, which exacerbates

conflict within and between countries and
has led to famine conditions in several
countries in 2017.
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toward a sustainable future for all.
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to ensure that public corporations
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