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fundamental questions about what sort of

ecological diversity depends are being
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No discipline or perspective has

the answer to this systemic challenge.
It requires more collaborative, less

self-serving research. Universities have
not helped with their football league

approach to the Research Excellence
Framework (‘REF’).

I’m not all gloomy, however. Some
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is weak. There’s a failure of politics at

present with regard to food. Vast data and
studies point to the need to restructure

the food system, but too little happens.
Here in the UK, our food research
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1

moment where we should stop and ask

2

food research is most needed to put the
UK (and other rich nations) onto a more

3

amongst the general public more rapidly

4

sustainable track, and to shift food culture
than has ever happened other than in

wartime. This requires interdisciplinary

5

just the Life Sciences’ pursuit of ever more

6

research, and more social science, not

microscopic dynamics, fascinating though

Lewowicz, L., LEMCO (2016) Un coloso de la industria
carnica en Fray Bentos, Uruguay [The Meat Industry’s

colossus in Fray Bentos]. Montevideo Uruguay: INAC.
Paulus, I. (1974) The search for pure food. Oxford:
Martin Robertson

Wilson, B., Swindled: From Poison Sweets to

Counterfeit Coffee (2008) The Dark History of the Food
Cheats. London: John Murray.

Accum, F. (1820) A treatise on adulterations of food and
culinary poisons. London: Longman

Lang, T. (2016) Food, the law and public health:

Three models of the relationship. Public Health, 120
(October): p. 30-41

Global Burden of Disease study 2010, Global Burden
of Disease Study 2010. The Lancet, 2013. 380 (9859):
p.861-2066. http://www.thelancet.com/themed/

those may be.

Helping deliver sustainable diets from

7

sustainable food systems surely ought to

globalburden-of-disease

WHO (2015) WHO estimates of the global burden of
foodborne diseases: Foodborne diseases burden

epidemiology reference group 2007-2015. Geneva. p.

be the framework for all food research.

8

Tim Lang is Professor of Food Policy,

225.

Lang, T., E.P. Millstone, and T. Marsden (2017) Food and
Brexit. University of Sussex Science Policy Research
Unit: Brighton. https://tinyurl.com/y9lp63dq

Centre for Food Policy, Dept Sociology,
School of Arts & Social Sciences, City,
University of London.

How to unlock the contribution of agroecology in farming?
Susanne Padel and Nic Lampkin, Organic Research Centre
Food and farming research can

farms (e.g. investment in soil fertility).

agroecology1,2 But how can farmers

measurements and indicators of the

deliver public good by focusing on

make use of agroecology in practice
and what can research can do to
support them?

Two studies we undertook for the

Land Use Policy Group provide insights.
The first2 demonstrated clear potential

contribution and called for better

information and knowledge exchange
systems on agroecological practices,

building on tacit farmer knowledge and
active farmer participation, alongside
an agroecological focus in training,

education, research and innovation.
The second3 concluded that farmers

want clarity on long-term indicators that
consider the finances and resource use

Farmers need accepted definitions,

state of resources and sustainability
they can benchmark their activities.
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to help them future-proof their
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